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SUMMARY

Size
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Languages
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Access Restrictions

Copyright

Related Collections

Citation

Stack Location(s)

LSU LIBRARIES SPECIAL COLLECTIONS

5.5 linear feet.
Louisiana.
1964-2002.
1994-2002.
English.

This record group consists of clippings, correspondence, meeting
minutes, reports, printed items, surveys, and topical files
documenting the work of the Commission on the Status of
Women at LSU’s Baton Rouge campus. The charge of the
commission was to research and document possible gender-based
discrimination in the LSU community.

None.

Physical rights are retained by the LSU Libraries. Examination
and reproduction are governed by state and federal public records
laws.

Louisiana State University Board of Supervisors Records, RG
#A0003.

Louisiana State University Office of Academic Affairs Records,
RG #A0100.

Louisiana State University Office of the Dean of Students
Records, RG #A0302.

Louisiana State University Student Government Records, RG
#A5500.

American Association of University Professors, Louisiana State
University and A&M College Chapter Records, Mss. 2512, 2661.
American Association of University Women Records, Louisiana
State Division, Mss. 666.

Roberta M. Madden Papers, Mss. 5022.

Louisiana State University Commission on the Status of Women
Records, RG #A0004.2, Louisiana State University Archives,
LSU Libraries Special Collections, Baton Rouge, La.

60:
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BIOGRAPHICAL/HISTORICAL NOTE

The Louisiana State University (LSU) Commission on the Status of Women (CSW) was
first established as a seven-member faculty committee in September 1971 by former Chancellor
Cecil G. Taylor. Its task was to use affirmative action guidelines recommended by the American
Association of University Women to conduct a comparative analysis of salaries, promotions, and
committee appointments of the faculty. The membership of the original committee consisted of
three men and four women, all faculty members, who reported directly to the Chancellor. The
Commission collected data from university offices concerning hiring, tenure, salaries, and
student enrollment to make their recommendations. Among other things, the committee
recommended the appointment of women to University committees; called for equity in hiring,
promotions, and distribution of benefits; encouraged programs and scholarships in women’s
athletics; and studied the implementation of Title IX regulations at LSU.

After a period of inactivity, the Commission reformed to follow up on the study
conducted in the 1970s. In 1988, the Commission initiated two different studies of gender issues
on LSU’s campus: a questionnaire directed to all full-time faculty and a statistical analysis of
faculty members’ salaries. The analysis of faculty salaries incorporated data from the academic
years 1984-1985 and 1986-1987 and was taken from LSU payroll files.

The faculty questionnaire aimed to gather impressions and opinions of faculty members
regarding gender-based discrimination in areas such as workplace climate, sexual harassment,
equal opportunity, leadership roles and decision making, departmental research support, and
hiring and pay equity. The survey results were published in 1989. These results were used as
background research by the next CSW study, which was begun in 1999.

In 1999, the CSW began a survey meant to replicate and expand the 1989 study. By
including the questions from the 1989 questionnaire among the new set of questions and by
surveying the entire faculty, as well as a sample of staff members and students, the Commission
provided a basis for comparison, as well as a new set of data. All of the surveys distributed
focused on the respondents’ work and school experiences, with emphasis on how those
experiences were affected by their gender.

Between April and October of 2000, surveys were mailed to all full-time faculty, as well
as a sample of 800 staff members and 1,300 students (both graduate students and
undergraduates). Student and staff respondents were selected partly based on their gender and
race. Participants in the faculty survey were asked to respond to questions regarding the scope of
their work, their experiences in the LSU community, their experiences within their departments,
and childcare and household responsibilities, as well as general demographic information.
Between 2000 and 2002, data from the faculty survey was analyzed, and the final report was
published in November 2002. Students and staff were asked similar questions, but to date,
responses to the staff and student surveys have not been analyzed.

The Commission on the Status of Women changed its name to the University Council on
Women and became a part of the Office of Academic Affairs. It is currently (2021) known as
the University Council of on Gender Equity.
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SCOPE AND CONTENT NOTE

This record group consists of clippings, correspondence, meeting minutes, printed items,
reports, surveys, and topical files of the Commission on the Status of Women at LSU. Clippings
consists of articles from newspapers and other periodicals on women’s rights, Title IX, sexual
harassment, sex discrimination, discrimination problems on the LSU campus, news of LSU’s
affirmative action plan, and news of the commission. Correspondence includes letters to and
from members of the commission and members of LSU’s administration concerning allegations
of inequality, invitations to commission meetings, the establishment of the commission and its
goals, salary disparities, the U.S. Department of Labor’s investigation into LSU’s salary
inequalities, requests for information from the commission to the LSU Office of Institutional
Research, and nominating women to the LSU Board of Supervisors and the eventual
appointment of Ruth Miller, to the Board. Meeting minutes consist of minutes from the
Commission on the Status of Women, LSU Faculty Council and Faculty Senate, LSU Board of
Supervisors, and Deans, Directors, and Department Heads of Academic Divisions. Printed items
consist of newsletters, pamphlets, and publications on civil rights, gender equality, and sex
discrimination and its prohibition. Reports consist of drafts and final versions of reports
submitted to LSU’s Faculty Senate detailing results of surveys from 1989 and 2000 and reports
of the Commission on the Status of women. Surveys consist of questionnaires from 1977 and
2000 conducted by the CSW to obtain information on general attitudes of LSU women faculty
and staff. Also included are comments on the surveys, survey results, reports, and coding
frequencies and variables. Topical files include information on affirmative action and LSU’s
first affirmative action plan along with a program to implement it; Campus Federal Credit
Union’s lending practices that were discriminatory towards women; affirmative action
compliance reviews by the U.S. Department of Health, Education, and Welfare; the
establishment of Title IX and its effects on LSU students and faculty; rosters of members and
officers of the Commission on the Status Women; and information on the commissions on the
status of women at the American Association of University Professors and various colleges and
universities such as the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, University of Hawaii, and
University of Wisconsin.
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LIST OF SUB-GROUPS AND SERIES

Subgroup 1. Commission on the Status of Women Records (established 1971), 1964-1984,
undated.

Series 1. Clippings, 1971-1979, undated.

Series II. Correspondence, 1971-1984, undated.
Series II1. Meeting Minutes, 1971-1980, undated.
Series IV. Printed Items, 1964-1984, undated.
Series V. Surveys, 1970, 1977.

Series VI. Topical Files, 1970-1984, undated.

Subgroup 2. Commission on the Status of Women Records (re-established 1999), 1987-
2002.

Series I. Clippings, 1994-2001.

Series II. Correspondence, 1999-2002, undated.
Series III. Meeting Minutes, 1999-2001.

Series I'V. Reports, 1987, 1989, 1999-2002.
Series V. Surveys, 2000.

Series VI. Topical Files, 1990-2002.
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SERIES DESCRIPTIONS

Subgroup 1. Commission on the Status of Women Records (established 1971), 1964-1984,
undated.

Series I. Clippings, 1971-1979, undated.

Arranged chronologically, this series consists of newspaper clippings and articles from other
publications on women’s rights, Title IX, the establishment of the Commission on the Status of
Women and its activities; the results of a 1977 survey on women’s perceptions about working at
LSU; promotion, tenure, and the hiring of more women faculty members; salary disparities
between male and female employees at LSU; Campus Federal Credit Union’s discriminatory
lending practices towards women; and disparities in funding between men’s and women’s
athletics.

Series II. Correspondence, 1971-1984, undated.

Arranged chronologically, this series contains correspondence, letters, and memoranda to and
from members of the committee and others pertaining to issues of importance to the Commission
on the Status of Women. These include correspondence related to the establishment of the
commission and prospective members; invitations to commission meetings; requests for
representatives on the commission from LSU’s Student Government Association and Associated
Women Students; Title IX compliance reviews by the US Department of Health, Education, and
Welfare; faculty salary analysis; LSU’s first affirmative action plan in 1973; requests for data
from the Chancellor’s Office and the Office of Institutional Research; correspondence appealing
to Gov. Edwin Edwards to appoint women to the LSU Board of Supervisors and the subsequent
appointment of Ruth Miller to the Board; a proposed administrative internship program for
women; recommendations for new appointees to the commission and election results for
candidates elected to serve; the planning and execution of the Women Working Symposium in
1977; correspondence related to the “Opinion Survey of LSU Women” of 1977; and requests for
advice from women faculty and staff from the University of New Orleans and LSU-Shreveport.

Series III. Meeting Minutes, 1971-1980, undated.

Arranged chronologically, this series consists of meeting minutes and agendas of the
Commission on the Status of Women; LSU Faculty Council; LSU Faculty Senate and its
Subcommittee on the Status of Women at LSU; LSU Board of Supervisors; and deans, directors,
and department heads of academic divisions (LSU).

Series IV. Printed Items, 1964-1984, undated.

Arranged chronologically, this series consists of newsletters such as LSU Outlook, LSU Today,
FYI, Women’s Information Bulletin, and HEW News; pamphlets and publications on equal
employment opportunity, sex discrimination and laws preventing it, and women in management
positions and in academia; a bibliography of resources on women’s studies produced by the LSU
Libraries; a table of federal laws and regulations prohibiting sex discrimination in educational
institutions from 1979; and the University of Washington Library’s preliminary report on
discrimination against women.
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Series V. Surveys, 1970, 1977.

Arranged chronologically then by topic, this series consists of a survey conducted in 1977 by the
Commission on the Status of Women to obtain information on the general attitudes of women of
the LSU faculty and staff. Included are questionnaires, comments, survey results, and
conclusions drawn and reports created from the survey results. Also included is a “Right to
Choose” survey conducted by the American Association of University Women in 1970.

Series VI. Topical Files, 1970-1984, undated.

Arranged alphabetically by topic, this series contains information on such topics as an
administrative internship program for women; information on affirmative action along with
LSU’s first affirmative action plan and the program to implement it; Campus Federal Credit
Union’s discriminatory lending practices towards women; a chronology of events leading to the
establishment of the Commission on the Status of Women; a compliance review by the US
Department of Health, Education, and Welfare of LSU’s affirmative action program; improved
athletic facilities for women in the LSU Field House; salary and job description data and the
status of women faculty on campus; the implementation and interpretation of Title IX
regulations; the establishment of a Title IX coordinator on campus; Title IX regulations and
LSU’s Title IX self-evaluation; an evaluation of the LSU Library’s salary and rank and title
structure; and women’s athletics.

Subgroup 2. Commission on the Status of Women Records (re-established 1999), 1987-
2002, undated.

Series 1. Clippings, 1994-2001.

Arranged alphabetically by topic, this series consists of articles from journal and newspapers on
topics related to the commission’s scope of study: diversity, faculty and teaching, family and
academic life, gender bias in academia, gender orientation, mentoring, lawsuits, LSU,
promotions and tenure, safety, salary, sexual harassment, sports, student life, and women in
science.

Series II. Correspondence, 1999-2002, undated.

Arranged alphabetically by the topics covered in the correspondence, this series consists of
letters and memorandums pertaining to coding variables and errors from the survey taken in
2000, as well as and letters from the LSU Commission on the Status of Women asking students,
faculty, and staff to take in the survey on attitudes and experiences on campus. The series also
includes correspondence on the results and a report of the 2000 survey.

Series II1. Meeting Minutes, 1999-2001.

Arranged chronologically, this series consists of minutes of commission meetings. Topics
discussed include the 1989 and 2000 surveys, student members of the commission, reports of the
commission, child care on campus, relationships between students and professors, and other
issues of importance to the commission.
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Series I'V. Reports, 1987-1989, 1999-2002.

Arranged alphabetically, this series consists of summaries of the 1989 faculty survey pertaining
to gender inequality and gender differences on faculty salaries, initial reports on the 2000 survey,
and reports from the Commission on the Status of Women from 1989 and 1999-2000.

Series V. Surveys, 2000-2001, undated.

Arranged alphabetically, this series consists of records pertaining to a faculty, staff, and student
survey conducted in 2000. Included are completed and uncompleted surveys, coding frequencies
and variables, and results of the survey.

Series VI. Topical Files, 1990-2001, undated.

Arranged alphabetically by topic, this series consists of a roster of officers and committee
members of the LSU Commission on the Status of Women; information on commissions on the
status of women at organizations such as the American Association of University Professors and
at colleges and universities such as the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Ohio University,
University of Colorado-Boulder, University of Hawaii, University of Illinois, and University of
Wisconsin; printouts of the Commission on the Status of Women website pages from LSU,
University of Delaware, University of Kansas, University of New Hampshire, and others; and a
bibliography of articles and information sources on sexual harassment.
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INDEX TERMS

Materials relating to these people, places, and things can be found in the series indicated, as
represented by their numbers.

American Association of University Professors. 1:1-11, VI; 2:VI
American Association of University Women. 1:1-111
Louisiana State University (Baton Rouge, La.) 152

Louisiana State University (Baton Rouge, La.) Library. 152

Louisiana State University (Baton Rouge, La.) Office of Academic 152
Affairs.

National Organization for Women. 2:1, VI
United States. Department of Health, Education, and Welfare. Office 1:11, VI
for Civil Rights.

Affirmative action programs--Law and legislation--United States. 152
Affirmative action programs--Louisiana. 1:VI, 2:1
Affirmative action programs--United States--Statistics. 2:1V

Child care--Louisiana. 1:1-1V, VI; 2:111
College administrators--Louisiana--Baton Rouge. 152
College teachers--United States--Statistics. 1;2
College teachers--Tenure--United States. 152
Discrimination in employment--Law and legislation--Louisiana. 152
Discrimination in employment--Southern States. 152
Discrimination in employment--United States--Statistics. 152
Discrimination in higher education--Southern States. 1;2
Discrimination in insurance--United States. 1:1, VI
Discrimination in mortgage loans--United States. 1:L II, VI
Discrimination in sports--United States. 1:1, VI; 2:1
Diversity in the workplace--Government policy--United States. 152
Education, Higher--Louisiana--Baton Rouge. 152
Employee fringe benefits--Law and legislation--United States. 1:1, VI; 2:1, 111
Maternity leave--United States. 152

Sex discrimination against women--United States. 152

Sex discrimination against women--Law and legislation--United 152

States.

Sex discrimination in employment--Southern States. 152
Sex discrimination in employment--United States--Statistics. 152
Sex discrimination in higher education--United States. 152
Sex discrimination in sports--United States. 1:V
Sexual harassment in universities and colleges--United States-- 152
Prevention.

Sexual harassments in universities and colleges--United States-- 152
Statistics.

United States. Civil Rights Act of 1964. 1
United States. Education Amendments of 1972. Title IX. 1
Women--Employment--Law and legislation--United States. 1

Page 10 of 16



COMMISSION ON THE STATUS OF WOMEN RECORDS

1964-2002

RG #A0004.2

LSU LIBRARIES SPECIAL COLLECTIONS

Women--Employment--Louisiana--Baton Rouge.
Women college teachers--Louisiana--Baton Rouge.

Women in the civil service--Louisiana--Baton Rouge.
Women employees--Promotions--United States--Decision making.
Women library employees--Salaries, etc.--United States.

Women teachers--United States--Social conditions.
Work and family--United States--Statistics.

Bachman, Ann L.

Caillier, Marian.

Clary, Lucille.

Dietzel, Paul F., 1924-2013.
Fogel, Daniel Mark, 1948-
Hargrave, Carolyn Hooper.

Massé, Michelle A. (Michelle Annette), 1951-

Merritt, Francine.

Metz, Mary.

Miller, Ruth Loyd, 1922-2005.
Murrill, Paul W. 1934-2018
Newman, Patricia.

Sims, Edith M.

Suitor, Jaclynn Jill.

Taylor, Cecil Grady, 1909-1989.
Wing, Nathaniel, 1938-
Agendas (administrative records)
Boards (organizations)

Clippings (information artifacts)
Correspondence.

Minutes (administrative records)
Memorandums.

Newsletters.

Printed materials (object genre)
Questionnaires.

Reports.

Statistics.

Tables (documents)

Page 11 of 16

NN

o e

32

e i S
-

1:1L II1, VI
2:11I1, VI

2:VI

1:11, VI

2:111, VI

L:IL IV

2:11, 111

1:1L, II1, VI

1:1L II1, VI

1:L II, VI

1:L 11, VI

1:11, VI

1:1L II1, VI

2:1L, II1, VI

1:L 11, VI

1:10L, VI; 2:11, VI
1:10I1; 2:111

1:L 1V, VI: 2:11,
IV, VI

1:1; 2:1

1:11; 2:11

1:0005 2:111

1:1L, VI; 2:11, VI
1:1V

1:1V; 2:1, VI
1:V; 2:V

1:VIL; 2:1V

1:V; 2:111I-V
1:V-VI; 2:111-V



COMMISSION ON THE STATUS OF WOMEN RECORDS RG #A0004.2

LSU LIBRARIES SPECIAL COLLECTIONS

Subgroup 1. Commission on the Status of Women Records (established

1964-2002
CONTAINER LIST
Stack
Location Box Folder Contents (with dates)
1971), 1964-1984, undated.
60: 1 1

2-12

13-14

15-16

17

18

19-20
21

22
23
24
25

26
27
28

[, I SN OS)

-

Series I. Clippings, 1971-1979, undated
Series II. Correspondence, 1971-1980, undated
Series III. Meeting Minutes, 1972-1980, undated

Series IV. Printed Materials
Printed Materials, 1970-1980, 1984, undated
Printed Materials: Newsletters, 1964-1978, 1983, undated

Series V. Surveys

Academic and Nonclassified Personnel Availability and Salary
Analysis Questionnaire, undated

Opinion Survey of LSU Women, 1977

Opinion Survey of LSU Women: Factor Analysis of Survey
Data, 1977

Opinion Survey of LSU Women: Respondent’s Comments,
1977

Opinion Survey of LSU Women: Results and Conclusions,
1977

Opinion Survey of LSU Women: Survey Comments, 1977
Right to Choose Survey, 1970

Series VI. Topical Files

Administrative Internship Program for Women, undated
Affirmative Action, 1973-1976, undated

Affirmative Action Plan, 1973

Affirmative Action Program, 1973

Affirmative Action Summary of Efforts in Filling Positions,
undated

American Association of University Women, 1973-1976
Campus Federal Credit Union, 1973-1975

Chronology of Involvement Leading to the
Committee/Commission on (the Status of) Women, 1971-1972
Committees and Councils, 1971-1972, undated

Council on Campus Minorities, 1973-1978

Curriculum for Family and Community Living, 1973
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Department of Health, Education, and Welfare Compliance

Election Results and Membership, 1978, undated
Equal Employment Opportunity and Affirmative Action, 1971-

Equality for LSU Women Faculty, 1972-1973, undated
Field House Facilities for Women, 1970-1973

History of the Commission, 1972-1977, undated
Louisiana Talent Bank of Women, 1973, 1978, undated
LSU Women’s Commission, 1980-1984, undated

Project for Higher Education Equity in Louisiana, 1979
Report of the University of Wisconsin-Madison Institutional
Research Committee for the Regents Task Force on the Status

Reports and Statistics, 1971-1977, undated
Salary and Job Description Data, 1976

Sex Discrimination on Campus, 1971-1976, undated
Status of Women Faculty at LSU-BR, 1971-1972, undated

The Enforcement of Federal Laws and Regulations Prohibiting
Sex Discrimination in Education, 1975

Women: Library, 1972-1975, undated

Women’s Rights, 1973-1978, undated

Subgroup 2. Commission on the Status of Women (re-established 1999)

Diversity, 1994-2000, undated

Exchange on Gender Bias in Academia in The
Chronicle of Higher Education, 1999

Faculty and Teaching, 1999-2001, undated
Family and Academic Life, 1999-2001, undated
Family, Child, Parent, 1999-2000, undated
Gender Bias in Academia, 1996-2000, undated
Gender Orientation, 1999-2000

General Miscellaneous, 1998-2000, undated
Law Suits, 1999-2000, undated

1964-2002
Stack
Location Box Folder Contents (with dates)
60: 2 9
Review, 1972-1973
10
11
1977
12
13
14
15
16
17 Membership, 1976-1979, undated
18
19
of Women, 1980
20
21
22 Scholarships, 1977-1978
23
24-25
26
27-28  Title IX, 1975-1977, undated
29
30 Women’s Athletics, 1979
31
Stack
Location Box Folder Contents (with dates)
Series I. Clippings
60: 2 32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41 LSU, 1999-2000
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Stack
Location Box
60: 2
3
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Promotions and Tenure, 1999-2001, undated

Sexual Harassment, 1996-1999, undated

Students/Student Life, 1998-2001, undated
Women and Science, 1998-2000, undated

Commission Meeting Minutes, 1999-2001

1989 Survey: Executive Summary, 1989
1989 Survey: Executive Summary-Report on Gender

1989 Survey: Initial Report on the Faculty
Questionnaire; Recommendations Package, 1989

1989 Survey: Preliminary Report on the Gender
Differences in Faculty Salaries, undated

1989 Survey: The Strategic Study Group on the Status
of Women Report to the President and the Commission

Faculty Survey Initial Report-Drafts, 2002
Faculty Survey Initial Report-Summary of Findings

Coding: Department Codes and Frequency, circa 2000
Coding: Questionnaires with Codes — Faculty, Staff,
Graduate Students, Undergraduates, circa 2000
Survey Results: Chi-Square Tests and Cross
Tabulations — Select Questions All Faculty, circa 2000
Survey Results: Chi-Square Tests and Cross
Tabulations — Select Questions Instructors, circa 2000
Survey Results: Cross Tabulations — Child Care All
Faculty, Tenure/Tenure Track, Instructors, circa 2000

Folder Contents (with dates)
42 Mentoring, 1999, undated
43
44 Safety, 2000, undated
45 Salary Issues, 1996-2001
1
2 Sports, 1999-2000, undated
3
4
Series II. Correspondence
5 Coding, 2001
6 Commission Correspondence, 2002
Series II1. Meeting Minutes
7
Series I'V. Reports
8
9
Differences in Faculty Salaries, 1989
10
11
12
for Women, 1987
13
14
Using 2000-2001 Data, 2002
15 Mid-Year 1 Report, 1989, 1999-2000
Series V. Surveys
16
17
18
19
20
21

Survey Results: Cross Tabulation — Harassment All
Faculty, circa 2000
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Stack
Location Box
60: 3
4-5
6

LSU LIBRARIES SPECIAL COLLECTIONS

Survey Results: Cross Tabulation — Harassment
Survey Results: Cross Tabulation — Harassment
Survey Results: Descriptive Statistics, circa 2000
Survey Results: Faculty Climate Variables, circa 2000
Survey Results: Frequencies — Statistics Faculty, circa
Survey Results: Frequencies — Statistics Graduates
Survey Results: Frequencies — Statistics Staff, circa

Survey Results: Frequencies — Statistics Undergraduate

Survey Results: Independent Samples Tests, circa 2000
Survey Results: List of Variables on the Working File —

Survey Results: Means for Tenure Data, circa 2000
Survey Results: Select Questions Broken Down by

Surveys: Completed Surveys Samples, 2000
Surveys with Frequencies: Tables of Select Questions

Unanalyzed Surveys: Completed Staff and Student

Commission Member and Committee Roster, undated
Commissions on the Status of Women at Other

Commissions on the Status of Women at Other
Institutions: American Association of University

Commissions on the Status of Women at Other
Institutions: Massachusetts Institute of Technology,

Commissions on the Status of Women at Other
Institutions: Ohio University, 1990, 1998, undated

Folder Contents (with dates)
22
Instructors, circa 2000
23
Tenure/Tenure Track, circa 2000
24
25
26
2000
27
Students, circa 2000
28
2000
29
Students, circa 2000
30
31
Tenure File, circa 2000
32
33
Gender, circa 2000
34 Survey Results: T-Tests, circa 2000
35 Surveys, 2000
36
37 Surveys with Frequencies, 2000
38
Broken Down by Gender, circa 2000
Samples, 2000
Series VI. Topical Files
1
2
Institutions, 1999, undated
3
Professors, 1999-2001, undated
4
1999
5
6

Commissions on the Status of Women at Other
Institutions: University of Colorado-Boulder, 1999
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Contents (with dates)

1964-2002
Stack
Location Box Folder
60: 6 7
8
9
10
11

Commissions on the Status of Women at Other
Institutions: University of Hawaii, 1997
Commissions on the Status of Women at Other
Institutions: University of Illinois at Urbana-
Champaign, 1996-1997, undated

Commissions on the Status of Women at other
Institutions: University of Wisconsin System, 1998-
1999

Commissions on the Status of Women at Other
Institutions: Websites, 2001

Sexual Harassment Articles, Bibliography, and Sources,
circa 2000
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